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The MMS Indian Oil and Gas Compliance and Asset 
Management (Indian CAM) program makes every effort 
to ensure that all American Indian mineral revenues are 
accurately reported and paid and that all services 
provided are first-rate.  American Indian CAM works 
with 41 Indian tribes and approximately 30,000 
individual Indian mineral lease holders to make sure 
that they are fairly compensated for mineral production 
on their land. 
Outreach is a key aspect of Indian CAM. Every year, 
MMS employees meet with thousands of American 
Indians and respond to thousands of inquiries. On 
average, more than one outreach meeting is held each 
week to resolve issues and answer questions. 
 
Key Aspect of Indian Outreach 
In addition to the informal interaction with tribes 
described above, MMS holds State and Tribal Auditors 
meetings periodically with tribe auditors. Historically, 
these meetings have been held three or four times per 
year; a recent decision is to hold one major meeting per 
year and to hold several regional meetings per year as 
needed to address specific issues as they emerge.  
 
At MMS, the door is always open for resolving and 
improving relationships with American Indian mineral 
lease holders. 
 
Indian Empowerment 
Section 202 of the Federal Oil and Gas Royalty 
Management Act of 1982 calls for cooperative 
agreements between tribes and the Department of the 
Interior that empower tribes to carry out compliance 
work on their own properties. At MMS there are 
currently seven cooperative agreements with tribes. 
MMS provides training, guidance, and general oversight 
to ensure that compliance standards are met. 
MMS also provides staffing and support to the Federal 
Indian Minerals Office in Farmington, N.M. This office – 
jointly funded and staffed by the Bureau of Indian 
Affairs, the Bureau of Land Management, and MMS –  
 

 
provides “one-stop service” for the resolution of 
inquiries about Indian mineral leasing. 
MMS is committed to positive and fair interaction with 
American Indian mineral lease holders. 
 

 
 
MMS manages offshore oil and gas exploration as well 
as renewable and alternative energy sources such as 
wind, wave, and solar on 1.76 billion acres of the Outer 
Continental Shelf while protecting the human, marine, 
and coastal environments. MMS also collects, accounts 
for, and disburses mineral revenues from Federal and 
American Indian lands, sharing revenues with states, 
American Indians and individual lease holders, and the 
U.S. Treasury. The revenues are also contributed to the 
Land and Water Conservation Fund and other special 
use funds. In Fiscal Year 2006, disbursements were 
made of approximately $12.8 billion, totaling nearly 
$164.9 billion since 1982. 
 
For more information on the Minerals Management 
Service and stewardship of American Indian mineral 
issues, go to 
www.mrm.mms.gov/TribServ/OIRAwho.htm 
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